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“= Wl. HE POWER OF BAPTISM 
2 /How can water do such great things? 


It is not the water indeed that does them, but the 
Word of God which is in and with the water, and faith, 
which trusts such Word of God in the water. For 
without the Word of God the water is simple water and 
no Baptism. But with the Word of God it is a Baptism, 
that is, a gracious water of life and a washing of 
regeneration in the Holy Ghost, as St. Paul says, Titus, 
chapter third: 

(According to His mercy He saved us) By the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour, that, being justified by His grace, 
we should be made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. This is a faithful saying. 


September — December 1984 


WHY REMEMBER LUTHER? 


In this, the last in the series to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 
Birth of the Reformer, Tutor Glen Zweck asks whether Luther was 


Persecutor, or Persecuted? 


Martin Luther lived in an age when 
religious freedom, as we speak of it 
today, was unthinkable. The Edict of 
Worms, of May 26, 1521, placed 
Luther and his adherents under the 
ban of the Holy Roman Empire. This 
involved the death penalty, which the 
princes of the Empire were required 
to carry out. For the remaining 25 
years of his life, Luther lived under 
the sentence of death, solely on 
account of his religious opinions. His 
life was spared because his prince, 
Elector Frederick the Wise, although 
not altogether sharing Luther's 
theology, rejected the Edict on legal 
grounds. 


Luther did not place himself at the 
head of a campaign to win religious 
freedom. Nevertheless, religious 
freedom was, in the long run, one of 
the unintended results of his the- 
ology. The Lutheran historian, C. P. 
Krauth, for example, has written: 
The Lutheran Church alone, of all 
the great churches that have had 
the power to persecute, has not 
upon her skirts one drop of blood 
shed for opinion’s sake. (The Con- 
servative Reformation, p.174) 


On the other hand, not only the Pope, 
but also John Calvin and Ulrich 
Zwingli, agreed to the death penalty 
for heresy. But when Zwingli’s fol- 
lowers were putting Anabaptists to 
death in 1527, Luther objected as 
follows: 
It is not right, and | am deeply 
troubled that the poor people are 
so pitifully put to déath, burned 
and cruelly slain. Let everyone 
believe what he likes. If he is 
wrong, he will have punishment 
enough in hell fire. Unless there is 
sedition, one should oppose them 
with Scripture and God’s Word. 


With fire you won't get anywhere. 
(Bainton, Here / Stand, Chapter 22) 


There are critics of Luther who insist 
that despite such statements, Luther 
was, nevertheless, guilty of per- 
secuting Anabaptists and Jews. 
These criticisms stem from the 
failure to note the distinction that 
Bainton spells out in the following 
words: 
But in 1531 he was read to coun- 
tenance death for blasphemy and 
sedition. Faith he would not con- 
strain. Heresy in the form of an 
incorrect opinion he would not 
molest. But open reviling or overt 
rebellion must be suppressed. 
(Bainton, The Travail of Religious 
Liberty, p.63) 


To consider the Anabaptists first. In 
1536 Philip of Hesse sought advice: 
from several cities and universities, 
concerning some thirty Anabaptists) 
whom he was holding under arrest.. 
He had refused to carry out the death; 
penalty (as the Diet of Speyer hadi 
ordered in 1529), and had resorted to) 
banishment. However, the Anabap- 
tists argued that the earth was the 
Lord’s, and refused to stay away 
from Philip’s territory. Luther signedi 
a memorandum drawn up by 
Melanchthon, sanctioning the death 
penalty in this case. 


In evaluating Luther’s action, the 
following circumstances must be: 
kept in mind. Some of the Anabaptis® 
leaders in Luther’s Thuringia hact 
been involved in the Peasants’ Revol? 
in 1525. In 1534 a group of Anabaptist 
had forcibly taken control of the city 
of Munster in an unsuccessful coup 
Furthermore, many Anabaptists hele) 
to a doctrine of the Church thar 
prevented them from giving al 
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‘legiance to any state that was not 
' made up solely of heartfelt believers 
of upright life. It is easy for us today, 
without specific knowledge of the 
opinions and actions of the individual 
Anabaptists involved, to criticise 
Luther for tarring all Anabaptists with 
the same brush. However, Luther 
was convinced that he was not 
condemning them for the religious 
Opinions, but for their blasphemous 
and seditious acts. 


His attitude toward the Jews was 
similar. Luther is often charged with 
being anti-Semitic. He is also often 
accused of being the source of the 
anti-Semitism of Nazism. This latter 
charge stems largely from accu- 
sations made by the journalist William 
L. Shirer, in his The Rise and Fal/ of 
the Third Reich. These accusations 
must be rejected as a grossly fraudu- 
lent misrepresentation of history. 
Although some Nazi leaders may 
have cited some of Luther's state- 
ments out of context, no honest 
scholar can fairly derive the anti- 
Semitism of Nazism from the words 
or theology of Martin Luther. The 
philosophy of Nazism is totally in- 
compatible with the theology of 
Martin Luther. The anti-Semitism of 
Nasizm derives, in large part, from 
the evolutionary theories of Charles 
Darwin. The ‘Nazi experiment’ was 
essentially an attempt to create a 
new and pure human race, by means 
of the Darwinian path of ‘the survival 
of the fittest’. The Jews were only 
one, if the most obvious, of the 
obstacles that stood in the path of 
this goal. 


Furthermore, it is fundamentally dis- 
honest to refuse to make a distinction 
between anti-Judaism, on the one 
hand, and anti-Semitism, on the 
other. While Nazism opposed Jews 
on racial grounds, Luther’s oppo- 
sition to the Jews was based solely 
upon theological grounds, and in no 
way upon race. His attitude toward 
the Jews closely resembled his atti- 
tude toward Anabaptists and 


‘papists’. If Luther were really anti- 
Semitic, he would have refused to 
accept Jews into the Christian 
Church. There are some who suggest 
that Luther sought the conversion of 
Jews in his earlier years, but later 
gave up in disillusionment. Yet at the 
end of the last sermon that he 
preached, only a few hours before his 
death, he had this to say about 
the Jews: 
| see the Jews are still among you. 
Now we have to deal with them ina 
Christian manner and try to bring 
them to the Christian faith that they 
may receive the true Messiah who 
is their flesh and blood and of the 
seed of Abraham... | must not, 
you must not, be a partaker of the 
sins of others. God knows | have 
enough to do with sins of my 
own, but if they give up usury and 
receive Christ we will willingly 
receive them as our brethen... but 
if they call Mary a whore and Jesus 
her bastard still we must exercise 
Christian love towards them that 
they may be converted and receive 
our Lord... this | tell you as your 
Landeskind not to be partakers of 
the sins of others. If they turn from 
their blasphemies we must gladly 
forgive them, but if not we must 
not suffer them to remain. (Rupp, 
‘Martin Luther and the Jews’, 
Nederlands Theologisch Tijdschrift, 
Sile2} 


The last sentence gives a clue to 
Luther’s perception of the problem. 
Private unbelief is one thing, but pub- 
lic blasphemy is another. Often he 
makes it plain: If Jews, Anabaptists, 
or Papists want to blaspheme Christ 
publicly, let them go to their own 
countries and do it, not in ours. Let us 
remember that Britain has a law 
against blasphemy. Let us also note 
Luther’s warning about sharing 
another person’s sins (1 Tim.5:22). If 
we remain silent when Christ is 
blasphemed in our public media, are 
we not just as guilty as they? There 
were some Jews who did publish 
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blasphemies against Christ, in 
writing. It was just such a printed 
pamphlet that provoked Luther's, On 
the Jews and their Lies, in 1543. lf you 
read this article, you wiil discover 
that Luther’s argument is throughout 
a theological defence of the Messiah- 
ship of Christ. It consists of the 
exposition of Scripture. 


Even when he suggested emigration 
or exile for Jews, he was advocating 
precisely what he also suggested for 
Lutherans who were at odds, theo- 
logically, with their rulers. In giving 
this advice to Lutherans, he was rely- 
ing on Matthew 10:14. This right of 
emigration was, subsequently, the 
first provision in the Religious Peace 
of Augsburg in 1555, nine years after 
the death of Luther — the first real 
step toward freedom of religion. 
When the Calvinist ruler of Prussia, in 
1817, forbade the holding of Lutheran 
services, and forcibly united the 
Lutheran and Calvinist churches, 


thousands of faithful Lutherans exer- 
cised this right of emigration. That 
was the origin of the Lutheran Church- — 
Missouri Synod, and of the Lutheran _ 
Church of Australia. 


Having put Luther's comments 
against the Anabaptists and Jews 
into some kind of perspective, it must 
be said on the debit side that Luther 


was too ready to accept at face value © 


malicious gossip that was circulating 
against the Jews. Although there 


were others, like Bucer and Eck, who ~ 
also attacked the Jews; and some / 


who attacked them more viciously | 
(like Erasmus), it must be said that | 
some of his statements against the 
Jews are unworthy of the great 
Christian leader that he was. But he 
never pretended to be without faults. ~ 
He sought forgiveness through ~ 
Christ for those faults. For that, we © 
need to remember him, and emulate — 
him. ‘ 


ae THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


Christ Church, Petts Wood 
Congregation welcomes _ student 
Paul Fry as he begins his In-Service 
Training under the supervision of 
Pastor Rakow... second Holiday 
Bible School this year held in Octo- 
ber... nine young people attend 
LLGB Rally at Holy Trinity... Refor- 
mation celebration includes a lecture 
by Preceptor Feuerhahn on “Luther 
and Lutheran Worship” :.. congre- 
gation plans Saturday Club with 
features of Holidy Bible School to last 
two hours each session. 


St. Davids, Cardiff 

Pastor and Mrs. Fraser attend Great 
Commission Convocation in St. 
Louis October 25-28, referring to it as 
“a spiritual feast of Word and Sacra- 
ment’... Senior youth number 10 at 
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the October Rally at Holy Trinity, — 
accompanied by Youth Leader Chris. — 
Jenkins. 


Luther Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town & Borehamwod 
During the summer, St. Louis Semin- 
ary student Kurt VanFossan spent 
three months here in parish life and 
experience before starting his year’s 
vicarage in Denver, Colorado... at 
present Westfield graduate Graham 
Jenks is taking his practical training 
inthis dual parish... the two congre- 
gations have completed a remarkable 
cycle of Dialogue Evangelism, opera- 
ting between the two churches and 
their neighbouring communities... 
exclusive redecoration of Hall at 
Kentish Town (thanks to the generous 
gift of an anonymous donor for the 


ee as 


_ purpose) hastransformedthe place... 
j; | at St. Pauls a successful Holiday Bible 
' School has been completed, and the 


youth programme now functions at 
capacity, with thought-provoking 
discussions about the Christian 
faith having been introduced. 


> St. Timothys, Sunderland 
, Congregation now celebrates Holy 


Communion first and third Sunday of 


) each month... annual Youth Service 


led by youth leader and youth in Sep- 
tember... congregation listens to 
tape of new Communion liturgy with 


, the intention of using it in 1985... 
; parcels of Harvest Festival gifts are 
» delivered to people nominated by 

| members... 
|} held during mid-term break in 
| October. 


Holiday Bible School 


‘)) Immanuel, Liverpool 
| Bible Class spends two evenings on 


in-depth study of Synod Essay deal- 


| ing with Baptism... Playgroup meets 


in Church Hall 5 mornings per 


| week... Children’s Club again under 
' way on Monday evenings. ..Harvest 


Supper had the added feature of a 
speaker telling about a local project 
of self-help for handicapped people, 
the speaker himself in a wheelchair 
as a result of polio at age 5 (now 
approx. age 30), and congregation 
gives Harvest offering to this pro- 
ject... Preceptor Feuerhahn speaks 
to congregation on November 2nd 
on “Luther and Lutheran Worship”. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 

New youth outreach began in October 
when the pastor and youth leaders 
set up a Saturday night youth centre 
in the Church Hall with table tennis, 
snooker, darts, music and refresh- 
ments for local youth who would 
otherwise be out in the streets. Some 
Opportunities for Christian counsel- 
ling have already resulted... Divine 
Service Il, First Setting, used alter- 
natively with the more familiar red 
booklet at celebration of Eucharist... 
congregation begins Sunday evening 
Bible studies with a series on the 
Study Theses on women’s suffrage; 
the Book of Revelation to follow... 
Pastor Naumann began his duties as 
ELCE Board for Youth member by 
leading the autumn rally of the Luther 
League of Great Britain 26-28 October. 


St. Peters, Plymouth 

Without the leadership of a pastor, 
members of the congregation con- 
ducted Holiday Bible School with 37 
children attending, 5 teachers and 16 
helpers, and 95 at the Closing Ser- 
vice... Pastors K. Fry and J. Fraser 
serve jointly as Vacancy Pastors, 
travelling to Plympton to conduct the 
Communion Services... on Tues- 
days, Thursdays and Sundays Infor- 
mation Classes are conducted, with a 
total of 10 under instruction... 
Elders conduct Services at Church, 
and at the home of Mrs. Launer... 
Drama Group presents a play “‘Holi- 
day Eve” early in November . . . Bible 
Class and Choir meet regularly. 


News from our Churches 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

In the October meeting of the Council, 
Chairman A. E. Rakow welcomed new 
members elected at Synod: Mr. Richard 
Burrell — Secretary, and The Revd. 
Harlan Schoenrock as Pastoral Council- 
lor. Preceptor Ronald Feuerhahn, while 
not new to the Council, was welcomed 
to his new office as Vice-Chairman. 


Because the Westfield House Commit- 
tee, a sub-committee of the Council, 
had been unable to meet as it usually 
does on the first day of the new academic 
year, due to recent retirements and/or 
resignation, the Council took the oppor- 
tunity to review the membership of the 
Committee, which consists of the ELCE 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary 
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SCENES 


and Treasurer, together with the two 
members of the teaching staff of 
Westfield House, plus one additional 
pastor. For areplacement for The Revd. 
R. Fry, who retired after seven years’ 
service, the Council agreed to ask the 
Barnes Conference to select a pastor. 


Reviewing the grants for students in 
their In-Service Training, the Council 
agreed these should follow the standard 
grants of the Local Education Auth- 
orities. In addition, a travel allowance of 
£10 per week was approved. Following a 
period of intense but unsuccessful 
searching for lodging for student Paul 
Fry, the Council decided that, subject to 
the successful sale of other property, a 
flat would be purchased near Christ 
Church, Petts Wood, for this purpose. 
Mr. T. Cooper, Business Manager, was 
instructed to proceed with the search. 


For travel expenses for the Chairman to 
represent the ELCE at the International 
Lutheran Conference in Nigeria in 
November, the Council approved the 
sum of £200. 


SYNOD 

Meeting for the Thirtieth Annual Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England at Christ Church, Petts Wood, 
Kent, on September 21 and 22, del- 
egates and visitors heard greetings and 
the assurance of prayer on their behalf 
from fellow-Lutherans in Europe, 
Africa, North America, Australia and 
the Far East. 


Elections 

Elections this year brought two new 
members to the Executive Council, 
Mr. Richard Burrell as Secretary and 
The Revd. H. Schoenrock as Pastoral 
Councillor, one to the Board for 
Lutheran Agencies, Mr. M. Covington, 
one to the Board for Overseas Missions, 
Mr. R. Gopaul, and one to the Board 
for Youth, The Revd. J. C. Naumann. 
Re-elected were Mr. R. Thoelke as Lay 
Councillor of the Executive Council, 
Mr. G. Newman to the Board for 
Lutheran Agencies, Mrs. J. Jenks to the 
Board for Overseas Missions, Mrs. R. 
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Stewart and The Revd. K. Fry to the 
Church Extension Fund Committee, 
Mrs. E. Smith and The Revd. J. Fraser 
to the Master Plan Committee, Mrs. C. 
Feuerhahn to the Worship Commitee, 
and The Revd. A. Smith to the Nomi- 
nations Committee. Mr. N. Lockwood, 
recently co-opted to the Board for 
Youth, was ratified in that position. 


Resolutions 

Gratitude to the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod for its continued support 
of the ELCE’s work, and especially for 
the 1983 visit of The Revd. Leroy 
Biesenthal and his team to conduct two 
Evangelism Seminars, was unanimously 
adopted. 


Synod also accepted a Summary of 


a ee 


Recommendations and thus established — 


a COMMISSION ON THEOLOGI- 


CAL AND SOCIAL CONCERNS, to ~ 
consist of the Chairman of the ELCE or ~ 


his representative, the two members of 
the teaching staff of Westfield House, 
two additional pastors and two ad- 
ditional laymen. The Commission “‘shall 
give advice to the Church, as requested, 
concerning all theological and social 


concerns which are referred to it by the ~ 
Executive Council of the ELCE, by the © 


Barnes Conference, by the Synod or by 
the Budget Conference.” 


For the furtherance of the Ministry of — 
Word and Sacraments for spiritual — 


refreshment of our pastors, Synod 
agreed that “the Executive Council 


consider financial arrangements so that — 


pastors can be given the opportunity to 


attend seminars and courses and under- 


take short periods of sabbatical type 


study from time to time, and that the - 
Executive Council consider the publica- — 


tion of guidelines concerning suitable 


topics, costs and frequencies so that 
pastors can make application to the 
Executive Council for financial assist-— 
ance to attend a course or seminar or _ 
type study 


undertake a _ sabbatical 
leave.” 


Following a comprehensive report from 
the Master Plan Committee by Chair- 
man Eric Hinkley, Synod adopted the 


© 1984 Five Year Rolling Programme. 
with emphasis on Membership, Finance 
and Missions. 


Having been reminded by the Chairman 
of the Lutheran Women’s League of 
Great Bntain, Mrs. H. Brammeier, of 
the resolution adopted by Synod in 1959 


approving the establishment of a 
womens organisation within our 


Church, Synod 1984 agreed “that this 
30th Annual Synod express gratitude to 
our gracious Lord for the loVe and 
service of the LWLGB during the first 
25 years, that we beseech His continued 
blessings upon this organisation in the 
future. and that we encourage the ladies 
in their stated purposes.” 


Study Theses 

The Friday evening session of Synod 
was devoted entirely to reading and dis- 
cussing the “Study Theses on Principles 
and Procedures Relating to Women’s 
Suffrage in the Church.” Unlike other 
sessions, where only delegates were 
permitted to speak, this was an “open 
Session” in which visitors were en- 
couraged to participate. Following 
various questions and explanations, the 
theses as prepared by the Barnes 
Conference and circulated to congre- 
gations pnorto Synod, were unanimously 
| accepted. 


Reports 

The Revd. A. E. Rakow, ELCE 
Chairman, having spoken in his report 
of problems, both internal and external, 
‘which the Church faces, said: “Our 
future is in the Lord’s hands, and when I 
See what the Lord is doing, | have no 
fears for the future. When I see that He 
' moves His people to give so generously, 
and many are discovering the joy and 
blessing of generous giving and tithing, 
and I know that what He has done for 
Some He can do for others, I have no 
fears for the future. And when I see that 
our brothers and sisters in the LC-MS 
Stand by us so faithfully, I have no fears 
for the future. Our Lord sends us to “Go 
and make disciples by baptizing and 
teaching with His promise, “Lo, | am 


with you always,” so I have no fears for 
the future of the Church that is about 
His business.” 

About youth, The Revd. R. Bruer, 
retiring Pastoral Advisor on the Youth 
Board, was convinced that “the young 
people are imposing a more meaty 
programme on themselves. with less 
time for recreation and more time for 
Bible Study and related topic discussion 
input.” As an example, he pointed to 
the theme for the coming Rally at Holy 
Tmnity: “Our Life-Style: A Help or a 
Hindrance for Christian Witness?~ He 
also said that “throughout the year — 
mainly following rallies, conventions 
and camp — there is a sharp increase in 
telephone, postage and transportation 
costs between our Churches. We trust 
that the family “treasurers” will not 
begrudge these expenses too much — it’s 
all m a good cause!” Pastor Bruer 
received warm words of thanks trom 
Mr. Paul Rause, Chairman of the Luther 
League of Great Britain, for his work 
with youth of the Church. 


Preceptor R. Feuerhahn, reporting on 
Westfield House, said that the Luther 
anniversary year had brought many 
requests for consultation, advice and 
information from the Church Society, 
the BBC, London Weekend Television, 
the Independent Broadcasting Auth- 
ority, and THE ECONOMIST. The 
Luther anniversary year had also 
brought a return visit to Cambridge by 
the first Preceptor of Westfield House, 
Dr. Norman Nagel. Guest lecturers 
during the year had been Dr. James 
Gamaliel from India, and Dr. Wiliam 
Weinrich from the U.S. 


The Board for Overseas Missions sent 
£1,000 to the Lutheran Church of 
Nigeria in 1983, which made it possible 
for seven vicars to begin a training 
course, Mr. D. French reported. In July 
another £800 was sent. Gur annual 
target of support should be £1,000. 


Posters were prepared and distributed 
every other month, and a money box for 
savings, especially for children, was 
under consideration, The Revd. K. Fry’ 
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told Synod. ““Why CEF?” is the theme 
the Church Extension Fund Committee 
had been encouraging. 


The Worship Committee continues to 
encourage and develop a Lutheran 
understanding of worship, according to 
its Chairman, The Revd. L. Laetsch. 
The Committee this past year supplied 
copies of Divine Service II, First Setting 
(from LUTHERAN WORSHIP) to all 
congregations, is planning a question- 
naire/survey for a random sampling of 
people within the ELCE regarding 
attitudes and understandings related to 
liturgy, hymnody and worship. 


Although the “best-sellers” — filmstrips 
and children’s books had ceased to be 
that, sales of “professional” books had 
increased, and of total business trans- 
acted, that with ELCE congregations 
and individuals is approaching ten per 
cent., reported The Revd. M. Bram- 
meier, Chairman of the Board for 
Lutheran Agencies, which 1s responsible 
for Concordia Publishing House 
Limited. 


ESSAY 

The highlight of the two days of Synod 
was the Essay entitled ““The Gracious 
Water of Life” presented by The Revd. 
J. C. Naumann of St. Columba, East 
Kilbride. just a few sentences of the 
essay can be included here to show the 
then and now of Baptism as Pastor 
Naumann outlined them. 


“Baptism is intended to be the entrance 
of the believer into the Christian life and 
is compared to the event of birth... 
Baptism is that new birth... As surely 
as it initiates believers into the arena of 
spiritual life, baptism also promises to 
carry them through this earthly life and 
into the life to come... The Gospel of 
the cross is that the believer is declared 
free from the guilt of sin. The Gospel of 
baptism is that the believer is declared 
free from the power of sin. The baptized 
should continually remind himself that 
he has been released from sin’s power, 
that the death of his sinful nature is a 
fact, and he possesses the freedom that 
only baptism provides.” 
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In addition to the Essay, the sermons in 
the four Services dealth with Baptism in 
terms of Birth (Zweck), Growth (Bruer), 


Fellowship (Whittall), and Life 
Rakow). 
LUTHER LEAGUE AUTUMN 
RALLY 


From 26-28 October at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Tottenham, the 
Luther League of Great Britain met for 
a unique weekend of quite intense study 
and meditation on the subject of “Our 
Lifestyle: A Help or Hindrance to our 
Christian Witness?” 


After graciously complying with Friday 
evening’s Spartan sleeping accommoda- 
tions (boys on the Church floor, girls on 
the Hall floor), the young people began 
Saturday’s endeavours with a Worship 
event in the Church in which they were 
all involved. Then the first two-hour 
study and discussion session was 
devoted to the subject introduced with 
the morning’s worship, and asked the 
question: ““Who are we, and why is our 
life-style so important?” 


After lunch and a stroll around town, 
past people fishing and playing football 


(yes, in Tottenham!) the youth settled | 
into another two-hour study and discus- _ 


sion session led by Pastor Naumann, this 


time on the question: ‘‘How must we act — 


and react?” 
session was facilitated by games and 
““Un-games” and everything from the 
TV that we watch to the music that we 
dance to was touched upon. Songs from 
Mission Praise led by Jon Bruer and 
guitar opened every session, and Bibles 
were constantly open as the participants 


The discussion in each 


consulted the Word of God for guidance ~ 


in the day to day issues involved in the 
life-style of every Christian regardless 
of age. 


Karen Bruer, youth leader from Allhal- 


lows, Sunbury, led an after-dinner 
programme of pop music and _ its 
meaning for Christian youth. Her 
brother, Jonathan, former  Vice- 
Chairman of the LLGB, led a singalong 
that evening, assisted by another 


talented guitarist, Danny Phagoo, 
current LLGB Vice-Chairman (those 
two hardly knew when to quit that night 
and they serenaded all the boys in the 
Church to sleep!) 


On Sunday morning a well-received 


was held one hour early (somebody 
forgot to set the Church clock back on 
Saturday night!) and that morning the 
youth joined with the congregation of 
Holy Trinity for a Reformation Festival 
celebration of Holy Eucharist, reported 
The Revd. J. C. Naumann. 


Bible study on Romans chapter eight 


AAT 


Dialogue Evangelism in One Congregation 
by David Mould, as reported to Synod 


Following the Dialogue Evangelism Seminar at St. Andrews in October 1983, our 
congregation, Allhallows at Sunbury-on-Thames, decided to adopt the D.E. policy. 
A 16-week course was begun in March this year by the pastor for two members. To 
make the congregation aware of the role it could play in support of the D.E. 
programme and to explore ways of how in our daily living we can also spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, a witness workshop was held on Saturday in May. A 
whole day was planned, starting 9.30 a.m. and finishing at 6.30 p.m., followed by a 
meal and worship. 12 members attended. 


At the end of the witness workshop, six aims for the Church were discussed and 
later presented to the Voters’ Assembly for adoption. These aims were adopted: to 
have two teams in D.E., to have a minimum of one witness workshop every year, to 
begin a Confirmation Class this year, to have an Evangelism Festival every year, to 
encourage spiritual growth within the congregation through the study of the Word 
and regular partaking of the Sacrament, to provide tracts/leaflets for handing out 
to visitors. 


Through the activity of D.E. and the witness workshop it became apparent that a 
follow-up programme is required to supplement the programme. This has not yet 
been planned in detail. The D.E. course finished in July and recently the team was 
presented with a badge in recognition of completion. 


There is great benefit in the study of D.E. and God’s Word during the 16-week 
course both to pupils and trainer. Members of the team are required to tell others the 
Good News of Christ, and be prepared to discuss their faith. The prior study and 
prayer prepares members for the evening's visits. 


The D.E. team has met unbelief, partial belief, guilt, “my version of God is” and so 
on. Hardly anyone sees God as the all-embracing merciful God who through His 
grace has saved us through His Son Jesus Christ. Most people believe they will get 
to heaven via good works. 


The team has learned that to go out with pre-conceived ideas about a person’s 
belief is to be avoided. Experience has shown that it is not until you discuss the 
Good News that you really find out what people believe. D.E. and witness workshop 
has not “taken over’ in our congregation, but with God’s help it will penetrate into all 
of our work for the Lord. 
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